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Eagles, who were eager to visit Japan, finally arrived in early February
after a tour of Australia. They got more powerful after Joe Walsh joined
the band and we can say their concert was the best live performance of the
year. Starting with "Take It Easy," older songs and new songs were mixed
in and we could enjoy the Eagles sound to our hearts' content. We could
see the excellent teamwork of five friendly guys with a nice impressive

smile.
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« Photo captions
"Don Felder: "The other guitarist, Don Felder, was charming with his taciturn, cool masculinity.”

"Don Henley: "Don Henley's grinning face, with its black sunglasses and scowl, occasionally reveals a hint

of manliness."

Glenn Frey casually wears sunglasses over his soft hair. The sexy eyes and the loose hair on the face are
irresistible."

EAGLES! FIRST JAPAN TOUR

« Article

"M_v friend John David Souther is a huge Zatoichi fan, as are we. He asked me to buy him a Japanese sword to take

home." (Glenn Frey)

"Bernie Leadon left the group because he didn't want to go on tour. Joe Walsh is an old friend."
(Don Henley)

Before the press conference... "I don't care if people ask me about drugs. We're a serious group.”

(Glenn Frey)

"Linda Ronstadt is the person who created the opportunity to form the Eagles. Everyone respects and appreciates her.

(Glenn Frey)

"The Japanese audience is ve uiet, so I thought at first. I was worried that they wouldn't get it, but I was happy to
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see them go wild at the end of the show." (Glenn Frey)
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“Joe Walsh: New member Joe Walsh, who is clean-shaven, had an

impressive gentle expression. He is a nice and sincere young man.”
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"Randy Meisner: Despite his cute face, he is the father of three children.
His calm and gentle demeanor made him seem more like a grown-up man

than the other members."
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"The Eagles in Japan: A Look at Recent American Rock Performances
The Eagles, a Big Group from the West Coast

Text: Yoshiji Kizaki"
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"Don Henley / Don's coolness stands out perhaps because he is among the more

innocent members of the group. His true nature is a little hard to grasp."

8 "Joe Walsh / When the photographer Hasebe points the lens, the humorous Joe suddenly

poses with a funny expression."

"Glenn Frey / At press conferences, he's easygoing and friendly. He's also the group's spokesperson.”
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"Don Felder/At the press conference, he mostly listened to what Glenn and Don Henley had to say. He
joined from the LP, On the Border."




"June 1972, San Francisco, sunny. The radio in my friend's clunkcr-wagcn was pl:lying a constant stream of clear tunes that seemed to s_vmbolizc the piercing blue sky: CCR's "Somcd:\y Never Comes". Neil

Diamond's "Song Sung Blue". Neil Young's "Old Man". Among them, there was one song that struck a chord with me.

"Well, I'm running down the road. Try to loosen, my Load

"I was first struck by the fresh chorus, so I went to the Tower Record Store in Fisherman's Wharf and bought the record in question. I was struck by the eerie sight of an eagle floating in the blue sky. "Take It
Easy' may have been the most pl:\ycd song on the radio in the San Francisco area that summer. With this one song, the E;lglcs became the new superheroes of West Coast rock. June 17, 1972, Las Vegas, sunny

and clear. The Eagles happen to open the Jethro Tull show at the Convention Center with a debut performance. The 40-minute performance, which began with the hit "Take It Easy," was not exactly a

complctc pcrﬂ)rmancc. Thc I'()Ck S()lll’ld of(;lcnn FI"Cy, [l’lL‘ f()“( ﬂl’ld country—tingcd St ions lL'd 11)' Bernie Lcadon. ;ll"ld [hL‘ ()CC(ISi()nﬂl bl‘C(. Yy c}mrus intCI‘SPL‘l"SCd bcrwccn []’lC two. Even bllck thcn. it seems

(l"lil[ thcir S[ﬂg(‘ pcrformzmccs were scp:lratc from l'l’l('il‘ l"CCl)l‘dS

"Three and a h:l]fyc:lrs pnsscd, and in Fcbru:u'y 1976, a succession of major groups representing the West Coast came to Japan. The Doobie Brothers were the first, followed by the E:lg]cs. Tom johnsmn, the

leader of the Doobie Brothers, did not participate due to illness. The Doobie sound heard on the records was rcgrctt:lbly unsuccessful. There was dcﬁnitcly a whiff of America in the gruﬂ‘sound. but it was

more impressive than it sounded on the record. However, I could not get any more excitement than I got from the records.

"Thc El\gl(‘s, on thc Othcr hﬂnd. pL‘rfOrmL‘d \\'i[h S\l(l’l p:ISSiOn (h:l[ [hc fCL‘l’)lC pCrﬂ)rmﬂnCC l)f‘[hrt'(' Iln(l a hillf,\'cl\l‘s :lg() SCCmL‘d to bC a ]iL‘. lf‘()nly Bernie L('Zld()n hﬂd Icft rh(‘ b(lnd, anew E:\glcs might l’lﬂVC
emerged. However, with the addition of Joe Walsh, things took a harder turn, and the Eagles went from being the West Coast's leading rock group to one of the leading American hard rock groups. It is

regreteable that the guitar volume was too loud and the chorus was muffled, but it was the first time in a long time that I was overwhelmed by American rock music.

"It is said that American rock is making a comeback as British rock is on the wane. In the world of rock music, which has always been a major trend and has carved its own history, it does not matter whether
the U.S

is most distinctivcly American, with the South and the West Coast at its core.

or the UK. has gained the upper hand on the surface or not, such temporary trends do not matter. Rather, it is important to note that American rock is once again entering an era of rock music that

"In the past, America has :llw:lys created its own unique rock, starting with the advent of the Twist, and continuing through the Phi]])‘ sound, Surﬁng. Brass Rock, and so on. In addition to technical

pl‘()g[‘CSS, thcrc ‘was a l'Cl:IXCd ﬁ‘ding [h;l[ was uniquc]y American. Although (h(‘ UK. h}lS gi\-’cn up [hC thr(mc in ht‘ﬂ\'y rock 1ll’l(l tcchniquc-ﬂ)cuscd l'()Ck., [ht‘ U.S. h;IS rcm;xincd []’1(‘ king ()f()[ht‘l‘ [prS l)f 1'()Ck

and pop music. For those who have listened to American rock and pop music of the 'sos and '6os, British pub rock is just a childish imitation and has no freshness. England has English rock. Likewise,
America has its own American rock. Rock and pop music since the Twist was born out of the American rock tradition. Tod:ly's E:lglcs. the West Coast Sound, and Southern Rock all have a distinctl)v

American feel that cannot be czlp(urcd l')_v non-American musicians. .

"Joe Walsh's participation in the band was the birth of the E:Ig]cs. who were an outgrowth of the West Coast. But as l()ng as their music has a brcczy chorus, thcy are the West Coast's lcading group, and as

l(mg as [hcy maintain their laid-back feel, rhcy are md:ly's lc:\ding American rock group.

e

T'okyo, February 20, 1976. Dull skies. The Eagles' music still echoes through the room."
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«Eagles Japan Tour, Equipment Overhaul. Text: Masashi Konno

«Photo captions
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«<Don Henley's drumming was not flashy, but it was heavy and faithful to the most basic of rhythms.

His vocal parts were also well-featured, which is not surprising.

<Don Felder, who specializes in flowing and heavy phrases, used a Stratocaster and a Les Paul 1950 model.
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<Article

"The Eagles' concert in Japan was truly amazing! Seeing the Eagles, who are even better 'live' than I had imagined, made me feel
their presence even greater. The chorus, the performance technique, the show-up, and every other aspect of the band oozed with

a 'k’gitimatc' sty]c, and I was left with a reminder of the qu:\lit)' of the band's lineage.

"The first thing I would like to mention about the Eagles is the quality of their sound. I was impressed by the ability of the band

and their crew to deliver a well-balanced sound that was easy to listen to, even though the venue was the infamous Budokan.

"The PA system consisted of a Northwest Sound main console, BGW power amplifiers, and a |BL speaker system, producing a

rich and ample sound. Also, old Fender amps (concert model amps), small Music Man amps, Fender twin reverbs, etc. were used.

The bass amp was a Fender Bassman 100 (the other was a spare). To my eyes, which are accustomed to seeing concerts by British

musicians with large amplifiers lined up in a row, this was a new experience for me.

"Next, I was surprised to see JBL 18-inch speakers. This was probably the first time this had happened in Japan. It was a surprise
to see three of them on stage. The reason is that 18-inch speakers for musical instruments are almost impossible to find (they are
few and far between, even in the U.S., and very expensive). This is the dignity of a top group. Randy Maisner on new Telecaster
bass and Don Henley on drums (unknown brand). Zildjian cymbals. Raddick Speed King pedals. Glenn Frey has a Martin D-28
model as well as a Martin 12-string, acoustic piano, Hammond C-3, and Gibson Les Paul Special. Don Felder, Fender Stratocaster
1954 model, Les Paul Standard 1958 model, ES-335, ES-345, Martin 12-string, Gibson Mastertone Banjo. Joe Walsh - Fender
Telecaster (maple), Fender Stratocaster, Gibson Les Paul - Standard 1958 model, ES-335, ES-340, Gretsch Country Gentleman,
Martin 12-string, and Talking Modulator. In addition, he has more than 40 guitars in all. He brought about 30 guitars to Japan,

where they were lined up backstage.

"The backstage area looked like a guitar store. During rehearsals, a middle-aged man with only two fingers on his left hand was
silently tuning a guitar. This is a good example of how they are very careful with their instruments and always keep them in the

best condition. Come to think of it, nowhere did I see them spend much time tuning their instruments. They are, after all, a top

group.”

Interview supported by Takashi Imaoka (Tokyo Institute of Acoustics and Communications Research)



« Photo captions

(A) Instruments used by each member,
from left:

Randy Meisner (New Telecaster bass),
Glenn Frey (Martin Iz—string), Don
Felder (Gibson Mastertone banjo), Joe
Walsh (Fender Telecaster).

(B) The triple-guitar battle between Joe
Walsh, Don Felder, and Glenn Frey is a

masterpiece.
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(1)All Equipment Used On Stage
(2) Guitar amps
(3) Guitar amps (spares)
(3) Bass amps
(4) Monitor - console
(4) Control - center
(5) Hammond Organ

(6) Piano
() Instrument—Ampliﬁer
(8)Drums
(9) Guitar amps
(10) Musical Instrument Amp.
(11) Solina Strings - Synthesizer
(12) JBL Monitor - Speaker
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(13) Microphone
(14) Beyer microphone
(15) Monitor speakers
(16) February 7, Tokyo Budokan
(17) Cooperation: Tokyo Acoustic Communication
Research Institute (Oto-Kenkyujo)
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3/ EIE 3 (Masabumi Kato) «Headline
—— The Eagles No One Knew/A Glimpse of Their True Faces

Text/ Masabumi Kato
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<Photo Captions

(left) Arriving at Haneda Airport on January 31.
From left, Glenn, Randy, Joe, Don chlcy, and Don Felder.

(right) The entire ML (Music Life) editorial staff with Don Henley.
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(bottom left) Don Felder, Don ch]cy, Joe and Randy relax at a

reception hosted by Pioneer.
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«Article

"January 31, 6:01AM. The Eagles arrived at Haneda airport earlier than scheduled, and despite the long flight, they appeared
before us full of energy. Coming from warm Sydney, they were not surprised by the cold weather in Japan and, perhaps because

of their familiaricy with touring, had already hcgun to grasp Japan at their own pace. Once they settled down in the hotel, some

stayed in their rooms, some ate, and some started shopping for cameras, cassettes, and other items. Strangely enough, however,
they all gathered at regular intervals, and there was a sense of group cohesion. Of all of them, Glenn Frey was the one who was
the most proactive in interacting with people. (He emphasized that his name is Frey, and even at the press conference, when the
interpreter introduced him as 'Mr. Frey," he had a startled look on his face, even though he had said 'Frey' in his self-introduction.)
'I'm 27 now, but when I turn 30, I'd like to be a producer and work with a new artist. After Japan, we'll go to Hawaii. We'll be
recording righr after that. We don't even have a song written yet.' Glenn, who is also a fan of Zaroichi, talks about his plans for
the future. At the press conference, when it was said that Joe Walsh's guitar playing was similar to Zatoichi's fighting style, Glenn
used gestures to explain it to Joe, who was unfamiliar with Zacoichi. Perhaps because of his influence, his close friends Jackson

Browne and John David Souther asked him to buy Japanese swords for them as souvenirs.

"Joe Walsh was very enthusiastic about buying a karate uniform, as he is a karate practitioner. It seems that they had been exposed

to Japanese culture since they were in L.A. and had a good knowledge of Japan.

"Randy Meisner is the most ﬂlmily-oricntcd of the members. He is calm, quiet, cheerful, and mischievous. He l')rought his wife
and eldest son with him, and his shopping was mainly for toys. He wanted to buy an engine-powered helicopter that flies, but he

couldn't find one, so he bought a racing car instead. It was a touching family moment that made me smile.

"Speaking of shopping, Don Felder and Joe Walsh bought more cameras than any of the other members. Don Henley brought his
own camera from Amsterdam. Joe Walsh, who seems very serious on the surface, is actually very friendly. The five members all
have their own unique personalities: a gentle father, a philosopher, a delinquent, a naive boy, and someone who doesn't want to
act his age (now gu

who is who). They were a music-centered LA ﬁlmily.

"Finally, the coolest guy of all was Don Henley. We secretly called him "Tetsujin 28' (a robot in an old Japanese cartoon). His
expression and posture were just like him. That's why he was somewhat difficult to get close to. At the reception, he was taking
pictures with his aforementioned camera. However, he did not use a flash in the dimly-lit room. I did not hear what happened
after that, but a phomgmphcr I know said that it was impossiblc to take pictures in the room without a flash. Even though I fele

close to him when I heard about his camera faux pas, I know he lives in another world .”



